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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MOVEMENT BEGINS 


During the last few weeks there has been a great deal of 
proar around the Library as moving has finally begun. The 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology has vacated the premises, 

d rearrangement of the Library's collections and working 
Wareas is proceeding. The halls are cluttered with book 
trucks, file cabinets, and loading carts; steel for stacking 
the west-wing first floor and basement areas has been de- 
livered; there is a fine haze of plaster dust throughout as 
old partitions come down and new ones are erected. As an 
opening gambit in a complicated series, the office of the Di- 
mrector has moved to new quarters on the first floor, east 
mfront corner. 


This activity is likely to require the next few months 
for completion. Every piece in the collection, for the sec- 
ond time within two years, will have’ to be relocated, By 
parly summer, we hope to look as a library should. 


HOOVER COMMISSION REPORTS 


On 28 February 1955 the Commission on Organization of 

he Executive Branch of the Government released its Task 

mmForce Report on Federal Medical Services. Chapter III of the 

leport, entitled "A National Library of Medicine", is here 
quoted in full: 





"One of the cardinal necessities of competent 
health research is access to books, monographs, and 
journals in medical and related fields. Unless wor- 
kers have access to such materials, research and the 
dissemination of scientific information are serious- 
ly handicapped and research grants are wastefully 
spent. 


Today the largest and most important medical 
library in the world is the Armed Forces Medical Li- 
brary. No other medical agency of the Federal Gov- 
ernment serves the future of medical research so in- 
timately and so widely as does this unequalled col- 
lection of books, journals, and bibliographic ser- 
vices. Originally organized for military use in 
1836, this Library has become a great national re- 
search institution far surpassing the nature, size, 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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and level of activities required by the Armed Forces, wi 
It is in fact the National Library of Medicine of r 
the United States. 


While every credit should be given to the Sur- t 
geons General of the Army who, in the past, created 
and maintained the Library, today neither its name 
nor its placement in the Department of Defense sug- 
gests the degree to which it serves the needs of na- 
tional medical research and teaching. The character 
of this Library has changed with the passage of time, 
It has gained in value, importance, and potential 
usefulness. 


Oo mre ot OU 


There is no clear statutory authority for the 
functions which it now serves, The Library is inef- 
fectively placed in point of administration, inade- 
quately housed, and too poorly supported to permit 
effective conduct of its pertinent functions. 
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For over 30 years the Library has needed a new 
building. It now requires an annual increase of a 
mile of shelf space. Its collections are constantly 
threatened by loss from fire and have undergone ac- 
tual damage through exposure to weather and improper 
storage. 


Continued financial support is a problem. No 
newly created library could even hope to duplicate 
the present matchless collections. But the cost of 
maintaining them is not a fair or defensible charge 
on any one or all of the Military establishments. As 
it is presently situated the financial need of the 
Library competes in peacetime with the needs of the 
military to maintain the skeleton of an effective 
fighting force. In time of war it becomes naive to 
expect the preoccupation of the military to include 
the proper maintenance and continuing development of 
a National Library of Medicine, 
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The needs of a National Library of Medicine are 

neither in theory nor practice familiar to,or a nat- 

ural concern of, the Department of Defense. What is 

needed to enable the Library to function properly as ( 

a truly national institution is legal status with an ( 

administrative organization appropriate to a National 

Library of Medicine,an effective building and an ad- 

equate budget. Its present irrational administrative 

status has created a history of friction and misun- ) 

derstandings regarding its work. Hospital buildings, 

scientific instruments,or medical stores deteriorate 

with the passage of time; books and journals if well 

housed do not deteriorate; indeed they become more 

valuable. In the light of the sums now spent by the 

Federal Government on medical services and research, 

it would be folly to ignore the means of spreading as a 
sion 
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well as accumulating and safely storing the facts al- 
ready known and those awaiting discovery. 


The Task Force has considered a variety of solu- 
tions for this problem, 


We believe a National Library of Medicine must 
not be subordinate to any executive department; 
that, like a university library, it must have a sta- 
tus independent of the many groups it serves, The 
Library of Congress, which is a library primarily 
for the use of Congress, would present difficulties 
of administration as well as differences of purpose. 


We find that the status and organization of the 
National Art Gallery as an all but autonomous divi- 
sion of the Smithsonian Institution supply a satis- 
factory guide or model for the reorganization of the 
Library into what could wisely be called the Nation- 
al Library of Medicine, 


There should be a self-renewing board of trus- 
tees or curators, consisting, as is the case with 
the National Gallery of Art, of 10 or a dozen per- 
sons of eminence, competence aud interest; A jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, a member of the Senate 
and of the House, two of the Surgeons General, the 
head of the Smithsonian Institution ex officio, and 
5 persons familiar with library administration, med- 
ical research, or education, 


The budget of the National Library of Medicine 
should be provided by the Federal Government as a 
separate part of the support given to the Smithsonian 
Institution, The board of trustees or curators of 
the National Library of Medicine should be empowered 
to receive and administer funds given by private 
citizens and civilian organizations. 


The Task Force Recommends 
That legislation be enacted: 


To create a National Library of Medicine as a 
division of the Smithsonian Institution with a board 
of trustees who shall be responsible for directing 
its policy; 


To transfer to the National Library of Medicine 
the collections and activities of the Armed Forces 
Medical Library; and 


To provide housing and a budget adequate for 
the National Library of Medicine." 


The full Commission approved the findings of its Task 
Force in this particular area, and so stated in its Commis- 
sion Report on Medical Services; A Report to the Congress, 
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released simultaneously with the report of the Task Foree, 
The Commission worded its Recommendation No. 23 as follow 


"That Legislation be enacted to establish a Na- 
tional Library of Medicine as a Division of the 
Smithsonian Institution, with a board of trustees to 
be selected by the Board o” Regents of the Smithson- 
ian Ins$i tution; and that the board of trustees be 
responsible for directing the policy of the National 
Library of Medicine, The medical collections, staff 
and activities of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
should be transferred to these trustees. Housing 
and a budget adequate for the National Library of 
Medicine should be provided," 


APRIL EXHIBIT 


The April exhibit is devoted to the life and work of the 
Czech physiologist, Jan Evangelista Purkyne, 1787-1869, who 
made major contributions to ophthalmology, pharmacology, neu. 
rology embryology, microscopy, botany, and dactyloscopy, 
Purkyn& was a pioneer in experimental physiology. He was the 
first director of the Physiological Institute of the Univer- 
sity of Breslau, which was one of the earliest institutes of 


its kind. Purkyn®'s innovations in the techniques of microg 
copy made possible the many discoveries which were announced 
in his own publications or in the academic dissertations af 
his students. In later years, Purkyn&é directed the Physio 
logical Institute at the University of Prag where, as an ar 
dent patriot, he ‘naugurated the practice of lecturing in the 
Czech language. 


The exhibit was prepared by Mrs. Iva Mostecky, Acquisi- 
tion Division, and Mrs. Justine Randers-Pehrson, Catalog Di- 
vision, 


AMERICANA 


Dr. J- J,» Izquierdo of Mexico City has presented to the 
Library a copy of his recent work, El Hipocratismo en México, 
which includes a facsimile edition and Spanish translation of 
Luis José Montafia's Praelectiones et concertationes medicae 
pro Hippocrates Aphorismis, Mexici, 1817. Two copies of the 
Original edition of Wontafia's work are known, one preserved 
in the Biblioteca Hist6rica de la Secretarif de Hacienda, im 
Mexico City, and the other located at the History of Medicine 
Division ¢f the Armed Forces Medical Library, in Cleveland. 




















